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MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME CURRICULUM 
The curriculum is illustrated by an octagon with eight academic areas or subject groups 
surrounding the five areas of interaction. The personal project appears at the centre.  
 

 
 
 
The emphasis is on the fluidity of the curricular framework and the interrelatedness of the subjects. 
Aspects of the areas of interaction are addressed naturally through the distinct disciplines. In 
particular, the framework is flexible enough to allow a school to include other subjects not determined 
by the IB but which may be required by state or national authorities. 
 
The overall philosophy of the programme is expressed through three fundamental concepts that 
support and strengthen all areas of the curriculum. 
 
 
These concepts are based on: 

 
• Intercultural awareness 
• Holistic learning 
• Communication 

 
 
Taken as a whole, the curriculum provides a balanced education that will equip young people for 
effective participation in the modern world. 
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LANGUAGE A - ENGLISH 

 
PHILOSOPHY 

The Language A course at ICS aims to provide our students with the ability to use 
language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, learning and self-reflection. Students will also 
be able to use language as a tool for personal growth, social interaction and for 
developing relationships within our international community. Through the study of differing 
texts students will understand more clearly aspects of their own culture and those of other 
cultures. At ICS there is an emphasis on the celebration of diversity, which is a 
fundamental part of our learning at school. 

The Language A course will enable students to develop the skills involved in speaking, 
listening, reading, writing and viewing in a variety of contexts. Students will analyse 
literature in a critical and creative way and consider the role of literature both culturally 
and historically. Students will develop language skills through interdisciplinary work and 
become better learners as they reflect on the learning process. 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

By the end of the year students will be able to: 
 

• Use language to narrate, describe, analyse, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain and 
express feelings. 

 
• More fully understand and comment on the language, content, structure, meaning and 

importance of the texts covered. 
 

• Express ideas clearly and with coherence in both oral and written communication. 
 

• Demonstrate a critical awareness of a range of written and visual texts. 
 

• Distinguish the main ideas in a text. 
 

• Compare and contrast texts 
 

• Begin to understand connotations within a text in order to understand the authorʼs or speakerʼs 
intentions. 

 
• Use correct grammar with appropriate and varied sentence structure. 

 
• Show awareness of the need for an effective choice of register suited to the audience in both 

oral and written communication. 
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COURSE TOPICS  
 

• A comparison of two excerpts from popular fiction: Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets and The Dark Rising. 

• Poetry: How do we express ourselves through the written word? 
• Term I Cross Curricular Spelling Unit 
• Novel: A Village by the Sea by Anita Desai, a study of imagery and setting. 
• Persuasive Writing: Speeches: Making Your Voice Heard! 
• Personal Reading Project  
• Term II Cross Curricular Spelling Unit 
• Punctuation: speech marks, colons and semi colons. 
• The Autobiography:  Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Mah. 
• Comparing excerpts from Drama: Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story. 
• Newspaper Articles: How does the pen manipulate the news? 
• Film reviews: Forming opinions on film. 
• Exam preparation, study skills and reflection 

 
 
 
 
LANGUAGE A ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 
Criterion A 

 
Content 10 

Criterion B 
 

Organization 10 

Criterion C 
 

Style and language usage 10 

 
 
RESOURCES 

 
• Grammar 8/letts/1-84085-668-8 
• Year eight Sentence level A and C Black 10-7136-64843 
• A Village by the Sea by Anita Desai  
• Chinese Cinderella by Adeline Yen Man 
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LANGUAGE B - SPANISH/FRENCH 
 

PHILOSOPHY 
 
At the International Community School we believe that learning a second or third language is not only 
useful but also essential. In our multicultural world, where we have students from all over the world, it 
is a priority to extend the knowledge of different languages, cultures and social issues. 

Learning French or Spanish or any other second language has become a requirement due to the huge 
demand from the global economy and the necessity to communicate and compete in business or as 
an individual. 

Students do not learn a language isolated with just grammar rules, they become socially involved with 
the language. They learn about ideology, history, politics and economy of the countries of the target 
language. Our main goal is to prepare our students for todayʼs competitive world. 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES [SPANISH/ FRENCH] 
 
Those who have had Spanish/ French before will go faster and start the other units before.  The plan 
for the term will depend on the level of command of the topics presented in the introductory units.  
The four primary language skills to be developed in an integrated way are: Listening, Speaking, 
Reading and writing. 
Competence in each of the primary language skills will involve an understanding of three interrelated 
areas: 

-  Language: handling the language system accurately (grammar, syntax, etc) 
-  Cultural interaction: Selecting language appropriate to a particular cultural and social 
context. 
 -  Message: understanding ideas and how they are organized in order to communicate them 
appropriately. 

In order to accomplish our philosophy our Modern Language department will try to develop within 
every student the following: 

• Communicative competence in the target language. 
• Develop meta-cognitive skills and apply them in the process of learning a foreign language.  
• Appreciation and knowledge of the culture of the target language.  
• Use and development of new technologies related to areas of learning a second language.

  
• Give students the opportunity to acquire and develop a foreign language and to help them to 

be more successful members of society.  
• A sense of social responsibility based on respect and tolerance to others and the environment. 
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COURSE TOPICS FOR SPANISH 

TERM I 
A Soy como soy 

• Ask and give personal informations : radical changes verbs 
• Talk about likes and dislikes : adverbs, questions 
• Talk about school and school subjects : use of adjectives 
• Describe physical appearance : negative expressions 
• Describe personality : comparatives 
• Talk about different professions : masculine and feminine 
• Describe countries and geographical features : verbs ‘ser’ and ‘estar’ 
• Express feelings : exclamation 

 
B El tiempo libre 

• Talk about past time: pronouns 
• Talk and ask about TV programs and actors :verbs ‘saber’ and ‘gustar’ 
• Express your opinion :indefinite pronouns 
• Say how you spend your free time : superlatives 
• Talk about books, magazines and comics : emphatic pronouns 
• Talk about plans for your spare time : expressions of agreement and disagreement 
• Make and answer to suggestions 
• Bawdsey week/ Field Studies 

 
TERM II  
C Que divertido 

• Buy tickets : exclamations adjectives 
• Talk about things in the past :preterite of ‘ar’ verbs 
• Talk about what you did during the weekend :preterite of ‘ir’ and ‘er’ verbs 
• Talk about holidays :preterite irregular verbs 

 
D Una fiesta sorpresa 

• Talk about pocket money and how you spend it : pronouns 
• Buy clothes, expressing preference, opinions : adverbs of time 
• Ask for information and  shopping  in department store 
• Get information on typical Spanish items : demonstratives adjectives 
• Make, accept and reject invitations : future tenses 
• Talk about what you will do in the future 
• Talk and buy food and drinks, quantities :prepositions 
• Express feelings 
• Spanish trip to Barcelona 
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TERM III 
E Una visita turistica 
 

• Talk about your holidays : review of the present and future 
• Make plans for the weekend 
• Follow directions in a map : future tense plural 
• Talk about journeys and visits in the future 
• Talk about means of transport : prepositions 
• Buy tickets and ask for information 
• Plan a tourist visit : irregular verbs 
• Describe a city  
• Say what you like most and least:lo que mas 

 
F Que vaccaciones! 
 

• Talk about what you did during the holidays: Preterite of irregular verbs 
• Talk about the past 
• Ask and say where places are:verb estar 
• Talk about school trip to Spain: preterite, plurals 
• Numbers 100 – 1000 
• Book a place in a campsite 
• Talk about the advantages and disadvantages of different types of accommodation 
• General review 
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COURSE TOPICS FOR FRENCH 
 

TERM I 
 

• Countries and their capitals 
• Languages and nationalities 
• French speaking countries and areas [PROJECT] 
• Weather and seasons 
• Numbers up to 100 
• Locations in towns and countries 
• Finding the way 
• Modes of transport 
• Grammar: Imperative tu et vous, verbs, negative, numbers 
• Activities in your spare time/ likes and dislikes 

 
TERM II 
 

• Making and discussing arrangements (social and transactional) 
• Negociating and stating future plans and intentions 
• Invitations 
• Grammar: the immediate future, ‘aller’ + infinitive, modal verbs, ‘pouvoir,’ ‘vouloir’ et 

‘devoir’ 
• Following and devising recipes 
• Preparing a menu – Healthy living 
• Buying and ordering food and drinks 
• Food, restaurant 
• Grammar: measure, quantity, size, articles, perfect tense with ‘avoir’, (have) + être (Mrs. Van 

der Tramp 
 
TERM III 
 

• Clothes and fashion 
• Styles and materials 
• Reading about clothes and fashion for information and pleasure 
• Grammar: demonstrative adjectives, comparisons 
• Being and receiving a guest 
• Expressing thanks and appreciation 
• Grammar: verbs, il faut + nouns, present, past and future 
• Describing and comparing friends 
• Pocket money 
• Discussing upcoming holidays – revising the future tense 
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LANGUAGE B ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  

 
 
 
RESOURCES 
 

SPANISH FRENCH 
Main resources 
 
Listo de verde 0-435-42961-2 (Heinemann) 
Listo electronico 0-435-42000-9 
(Heinemann) 
 
Supplementary resources 
 
Spanish Dictionary 9780007122912 Collins 
 

Main resources 
 
Expo 2 vert by John Meier (Heinemann 
2003) 
Expo 2 vert CD 
Expot 2 vert Workbook 
 
 
Supplementary resources 
 
Expo 2 rouge by John Meier (Heinemann 
2003) 
Actif 2 by D.Crossland (LCP, 2001)  
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 

Criterion A Speaking and listening—message and interaction 8 

Criterion B Speaking—language 8 

Criterion C Writing—message and organization 8 

Criterion D Writing—language 8 

Criterion E Reading comprehension 16 
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HUMANITIES 
 
PHILOSOPHY 

The aim of the Humanities programme at ICS is to encourage students to gain and develop 
knowledge, conceptual understanding, research skills, analytical and interpretive skills, and 
communication skills, which contribute to the development of the student as a whole. The 
Humanities course aims to encourage students to respect and understand the world around 
them and to provide a skills base to facilitate further study. This is achieved through the study 
of individuals, societies and environments in a wide context: historical, contemporary, 
geographical, political, economic, religious, technological and cultural. 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
HISTORY 
 
A. Knowledge and understanding 
 

• Know and apply historical terms 
• Demonstrate Factual recall 
• Demonstrate an understanding of chronology 
• Describe historical events 

 
B. Understanding and Application of Concepts 
 

• Recognize similarity and difference 
• Begin to recognize continuity and change 
• Identify cause and consequence – establish links between causes and consequences 
• Begin to make relevant connections between present and past events 

 
C. Application of Skills 
 

• Begin to detect forms of bias: visual and printed 
• Begin to question the authenticity and reliability of historical sources 
• Interpret a wide range of historical sources and evidence 

 
D. Presentation and Organization of Information 
 

• Select material which is relevant to the topic 
• Organise information in a logically sequenced manner 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
GEOGRAPHY 

 
A. Knowledge  

 
• Demonstrate subject knowledge through use of relevant facts and terminology 
• Describe and explain physical and human processes 
• Demonstrate an understanding of chronology in linking processes 
• Recognize the interaction between processes / systems and their outcomes 
• Give views which can be supported by relevant information 

 
B.  Concepts 
 

• Apply ideas/ concepts to new situations 
• Research and utilise information  
• Understand limitations of theories and ideas 
• Draw inferences from  information provided 

 
C.  Skills 
 

• Interpret and utilize diagrammatic, graphic, numerically represented information 
• Compare and contrast  sources of information 
• Collect primary and secondary data and present in different ways 
• Investigate places, environments using geographical skills 
• Utlise inquiry and research  skills  to investigate various hypotheses 
• Develop  Field study skills.   
• Begin to analyse data and information 
• Begin to make balanced judgements on issues and problems 
 
 
 

D.  Organization and Presentation 
 

• Select material which is relevant to the topic 
• Organise information in a logically sequenced manner 
• Express views and ideas coherently and in context 
• Record/ Document sources of information 
• Use different media to represent information 
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COURSE TOPICS FOR HISTORY 

• Modern Religion: The Birth of Christianity and Islam 
• The Middle Ages: Feudalism in Europe and Japan 
• Caste and Class: The Middle Ages in China and India 
• Early America: Societies in Isolation 
• Exploration and Exploitation 
• Enlightenment and Revolution 
 
COURSE TOPICS FOR GEOGRAPHY 

 
• The Poverty cycle- physical , social economic and political -cause and consequence 
• Migration- understanding the differences between emigration and immigration 
• Weather and Climate - Where does it come from? 
• Rivers and floods – the importance of fresh water and its storage 
• The Growth of Industry-primary, secondary and tertiary and the factors which 

determine success or failure. 
• Energy resource and exploitation – managing economic prosperity and sustainable 

development. 
 

HUMANITIES ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

RESOURCES 
 

GEOGRAPHY HISTORY 
Geotext 2 
 
 

Prentice Hall World Studies: The Medieval & 
Modern 

SCIENCES 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 

Criterion A 
 

Knowledge 10 

Criterion B 
 

Concepts 10 

Criterion C 
 

Skills 10 

Criterion D 
 

Organization and presentation 8 
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PHILOSOPHY 
 

Never stop asking questions. 
Albert Einstein 

 
In Science we learn to view the world objectively without bias, preconceived ideas or prejudice. We 
learn how to formulate a question and how to investigate it using the accepted scientific theories of our 
time as reference points. 
By understanding how manʼs understanding of the world has advanced and then retreated across time 
and cultures, we can put our current understanding in context, and accept that our deeply held 
theories could be proved wrong, and then we are able to advance in understanding. 
 
Science is taught as an integrated science course in years MYP 1-3 and as separate sciences, 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics in Years 4 and 5. Pupils are entered for the Cambridge Checkpoint at 
the end of MYP year 3 and for Cambridge IGCSE, double or triple award at the end of year 5. 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
The study of science aims to provide students with a body of knowledge, content, and an understanding of the 
scientific approach to problem solving, skills. 
  
The ability to formulate hypotheses, design and carry out experiments to test them, and evaluate results 
constitutes the framework within which scientific content is presented. 
 
Students are expected to: 

 
• Use basic laboratory equipment safely and efficiently, considering the health and safety of 

themselves and those around them. 
• Make sensible estimates and take accurate measurements. 
• Make scientifically supported arguments. 

 
Students are also encouraged to relate the content of the classroom and laboratory to the wider world 
as they develop critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. 
Students will develop an awareness of the increasingly international context of scientific activity, its 
impact and ideas of the constant evolution of scientific knowledge and understanding is also 
promoted. 
 
Students are encouraged to consider Science as constantly evolving, cooperative venture involving 
individuals and members of the international scientific community, influenced by social, economic, 
technological, ethical and cultural factors. 
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COURSE TOPICS 
 
TERM I - BIOLOGY 
 
Food and digestion: 

• The main food groups, food tests, balanced diet 
• The digestive system, main steps only and common names 
• The mouth and teeth 

 
Breathing and the lungs: 

• Structure of the lungs main parts only and common names. 
• Process of inspiration and exhalation, relative concentration of carbon dioxide and 

oxygen in air taken in and breathed out of the lungs. 
• Damage to the lungs by smoking 
• Respiration burning glucose with oxygen produces energy 
 

The blood: 
• Main parts of the blood red blood cells, white blood cells, platelets and plasma 
• The heart, veins and arteries 

  
Microbes and disease: 

• Discovery of microbes 
• Growth and reproduction of microbes 
• Sanitation and heath 
• HIV, tuberculosis, food poisoning 

 
TERM II - CHEMISTRY 
 
Atoms and elements, compounds and mixtures: 

• History of the atom  
• Revise structure of the atom 
• Periodic table – organisation, metals / non metals 
• Atoms and molecules 
• Define element compound mixture  
• Chemical reactions involve atoms joining and separating ( no detail of bonding types)  
• Chemical formulae tell us which atoms are present and equations tell us how they are 

combined.   
• Matter cannot be created or destroyed ( but it can be converted into energy) 

 
Geology: 

• Concept of the geological time scale, how rocks can be used to date the earth. 
• Types of rock formation of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic an example and 

uses of each. 
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• Identification of carbonate rocks 
• The rock cycle 
• Fossils 
• Chemical, biological and physical weathering, erosion, transportation and 

sedimentation. 
• Precious and semi precious stones, extraction and uses. 
• Plate tectonics  

 
TERM III - PHYSICS 
 
Heating and cooling: 

• Thermal expansion and contraction, special case of water,  
• movement of heat along a bar,  
• conduction, convection and radiation. 
 

Sound and hearing: 
• Sound travels as a wave, wavelength is pitch, amplitude is volume, musical 

instruments 
• The structure of the ear 
• Damage to the ear 
 

Light and the eye: 
• Light travels as a wave, wavelength is colour, amplitude is brightness, 
• the effect of prisms,  
• refractive index 
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SCIENCE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOURCES 
 

• Eureka 2 Red ISBN 9780435576271 (R) and Green ISBN 9780435576264 (G) by 
Carol Chapman, Rob Musker, Daniel Nicholson, Moira Sheehan 

 
*** - So You Really Want to Learn Science published by Galore Park is also strongly 
recommended as additional support, this book covers MYP years 1-3. 
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 
Criterion A  One world 6 
Criterion B Communication in science 6 
Criterion C Knowledge and understanding 

science 
6 

Criterion D Scientific inquiry 6 
Criterion E Processing data 6 
Criterion F Attitudes in science 6 
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MATHEMATICS 

 
PHILOSOPHY  
                                            
The principle philosophy of the department of Mathematics at International Community 
School is to instil in each pupil of Mathematics a high level of critical thinking skills.  
 
 All courses of Mathematics provide an environment that cultivates these skills.  In order for 
each student to achieve success, develop logical thought, and adapt to the approach of 
critical thinking, the department recognises fully that each student must be given multiple 
opportunities.  
 
 Success in Mathematics is contingent upon each studentʼs ability to formulate questions, 
create various models based on problem-situations, make general correlations between 
mathematical relationships, and challenge his/ her thinking at a higher level.  
 
Students develop these necessary academic skills through researching, thinking, planning, 
designing, negotiating, creating, processing, presenting, and reflecting.   
 
 
The Mathematics curriculum encompasses a wide- range of subjects: Arithmetic, Pre-
Algebra, Algebra 1 & 2, Geometry, Pre Calculus with Trigonometry, Single Variable and 
Multi-Variable Calculus.  Infused within the aforementioned subjects are the strands of 
Number Sense, Patterns, Relations, Algebra, Geometry Fundamentals, Measurement, Data 
Analysis, Statistics, and Probability.  

 
The department has an accelerated program, APEX [Advanced Placement for Excellence], 
designed for gifted and talented students in the area of Mathematics.  
 
 APEX students are taught within the parameters of the departmentʼs philosophy and are 
challenged to solve deeper, broader, more sophisticated problems, and are introduced to 
thought provoking questions, often linking the disciplines of Science [physical sciences] and 
mathematics. 
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COURSE TOPICS 
 

COURSE TITLE ALGEBRA 1 

 
APEX [ADVANCE PLACEMENT FOR EXCELLENCE] LEVEL 

  
TOPICS 

 
TERM I 

• Axiom of Real Numbers 
• Power and Exponents, Order of Operations, Variables and 

Fractions 
• Equations and Functions 

 
TERM II 

• Multi-Step Equations and Inequalities 
• Ratio, Proportion, and Probability 
• Percents 
• Geometry and Measurement, Area, and Volume 
• Surface Area 
• Real Numbers and Right Triangles 

 
TERM III 

 

• Linear Functions 
• Measurement, Area, and Volume 
• Data Analysis and Probability 
• Polynomials and Non linear Functions 
• Angle Relationships and Transformations 

 
GEOMETRY/ TRIGONOMETRY 

UNIT 

• Perpendicular and Parallel Lines 
• Congruent Triangles, Properties of Triangles 
• Quadrilaterals 
• Transformations 
• Right Triangles, the Pythagorean Theorem, and Bearings 
• Basic Trigonometric Ratios 
• Circle Theorems 

 
COURSE TITLE PRE-ALGEBRA 

 
STANDARD LEVEL 

  
TOPICS 

 
 

TERM I 

• Set theory and Axioms for Real Numbers 
• Power and exponents, Order of Operations, Variables, and 

Expressions 

• Integer and Rational Number Operations 
• Equations [Simple and Multi-Step] and Functions [Linear] 
• Ratio, Proportion, and Probability 
• Percents 

 
TERM II 

• Perimeter, Area, and Volume of Geometric Figures 
• Surface Area and Measurement 
• Real Numbers and Right Triangles 

 
TERM III 

 

• Graphs of Linear Functions 
• Data Analysis, Probability, and Statistics 
• Reflections, and Rotations 
• Angle Relationships and Transformations 

GEOMETRY  
UNIT 

• Geometry Basics, Reasoning and Proof 
• Perpendicular and Parallel Lines 
• Congruent Triangles 
• Properties of Triangles 
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MATHEMATICS ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM 
SCORE 

Criteria A Knowledge and understanding 8 
Criteria B Application and reasoning 8 
Criteria C Communication 4 
Criteria D Reflection and evaluation 6 

 
 
 
 
RESOURCES 
 

• PRE-ALGEBRA, MCDOUGAL LITTELL, ISBN 0-618-25003-4 
 

• APEX - PRENTICE HALL ALGEBRA 1, ISBN 0-618-25019-0 
 

• MCDOUGAL LITTELL GEOMETRY, ISBN 0-618-25023-9 
 

• OXFORD MATHEMATICS STUDY DICTIONARY ISBN 0-199-15118-0  
 

• SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR OR GRAPHIC DISPLAY CALCULATOR  - TEXAS 
INSTRUMENT [TI] TI-83 OR TI-83 PLUS  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
PHILOSOPHY 
 
     The Physical Education Department is dedicated to helping our students understand and 
appreciate the basic principles of physical education and their relationship to a healthy, active 
lifestyle.  Moreover, the curriculum is designed to promote skills and confidence to enhance 
both studentsʼ physical well-being and also their social and personal development. 
      
     To work towards these aims, the PE Department embraces the International 
Baccalaureateʼs four-tiered approach to physical education, which promotes understanding, 
independence, performance, and social awareness.  By focusing on knowledge and 
understanding, we seek to demonstrate the importance of physical activity to a healthy 
lifestyle and illustrate how strength, fitness, and flexibility contribute to physical well-being.  
By evaluating composition and performance, we hope to encourage students to develop the 
skills and tactics necessary to express themselves through a variety of physical activities. 
Finally and perhaps most importantly, we hope that students will learn through team and 
individual sports to value one another and to work cooperatively, supporting and encouraging 
others, regardless of differences in opinions and abilities.   
 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
The purpose of this class is to help the student understand and appreciate the basic principles of 
physical education and their relationship to a healthy, active lifestyle.  In particular, it is the hope 
that students will develop skills and confidence in the following areas: 
 

 
1. Knowledge & Understanding of: 
 
• The importance of physical activity to a healthy lifestyle 
• How strength, fitness, and flexibility contribute to physical well-being.  

 
2. Performance & Application of: 
 
• Acquired motor skills necessary to perform a variety of physical activities 
• Tactics, strategies, and rules in both individual and group activities 
• Health and fitness principles effectively through a variety of physical activities. 
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3. Social Skills: 
 
• Work cooperatively 
• Support and encourage others 
• Develop positive attitudes and strategies for dealing with challenges 
• Show sensitivity to other cultures 

4. Personal Engagement: 
 
• Show initiative, creativity, and a willingness to improve yourself 
• Take responsibility for your own learning and actively participate in class 
• Demonstrate self-motivation, organization, and responsible behaviour  
• Recognize, analyze, and evaluate the effects of a variety of physical activities 
• Reflect upon and evaluate your own performance and set goals for future development 

 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 
CLASS PREPARATION 
 
Students are expected to take personal responsibility for their own learning, which means 
coming to class every day with appropriate materials (i.e. sports clothing) and being mindful 
of nutrition. 
 
PERSONAL CONDUCT 
 
In this class, we are trying to build a community of learners.  Disrupting your own learning or 
that of other students will not be tolerated, and you should expect to be held accountable for 
your actions.  In particular, students are expected to: 
 

1. Follow directions at all times. 
2. Obey all school rules and regulations. 
3. Come to class every day, focused and ready to learn. 
4. Use appropriate language at all times. 
5. Pay attention to health and safety risks. 
 
6. Keep all hand and objects to yourself (except for appropriate sports equipment). 
7. Respect for yourself, your teacher, and your peers. Insulting remarks, particularly on 

the basis of race, religion, national origin, gender, or sexual orientation will not be 
tolerated.  This classroom should be a place where every student feels welcome and 
valued. 

 



 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE 
MYP YEAR 2 

 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE • MYP YEAR 2 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL • LONDON UK 

 
 

24 

 
DURING CLASS 
 
Appropriate Dress – students are expected to wear: 

 
•  Flexible clothing such as T-shirts and athletic trousers 
• (NO jeans!) 
• Trainers or other footwear appropriate for running and jumping 

 
Warm-up Activities – students are required to participate in the following activities: 

 
• Warm-up run to improve fitness 
• Stretches to improve flexibility 
• Exercises to improve strength 

 
 
Attitude & Sportsmanship – students will be assessed based on their ability to demonstrate: 
 

• Listening and self-reflection 
• Initiative and personal engagement 
• Teamwork and respect for others 
• Positive attitudes (regardless of outcome) 
• Sensitivity to the needs/abilities of others 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  
 
Marks for this class are based on the amount of effort that you put into your work and the degree to 
which you have achieved the above goals.  From time to time there may be written assessments, but 
most marks will be assessed based on your performance in the following areas: 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 

Criterion A 
 

Knowledge and understanding 6 

Criterion B 
 

Movement composition 6 

Criterion C 
 

Performance/application 10 

Criterion D 
 

Social skills 6 

Criterion E Personal engagement 6 



 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE 
MYP YEAR 2 

 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE • MYP YEAR 2 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL • LONDON UK 

 
 

25 

ARTS 
 
VISUAL ART 
 
PHILOSOPHY 
 
It is the philosophy of the Art department that Art education is fundamental to human growth 
and provides students with intellectual and creative experiences that connect them to the 
world around them. Art provides invaluable opportunities for students to use their imagination 
and problem solve using their own creativity. Whether Art is being pursued as a career or 
simply being studied as an opportunity to develop their creative abilities, Art education will 
heighten an appreciation for visual literacy and the challenges of creative self-expression. 

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
 
These Art courses encourage students to develop: 
 
- creative and imaginative powers and the practical skills for communicating and expressing 
ideas, feelings and   meanings in art, craft and design; 
- investigative, analytical, and experimental elements, aesthetic understanding and critical 
skills; 
- understanding of different areas of art, craft and design and awareness of contexts in which 
they operate; 
- knowledge and understanding of art, craft and design in contemporary societies and in 
other times and cultures. 

 
 
The Learning Objectives of these Art courses encourage the students to: 
 
- record observations, experiences and ideas in forms that are appropriate to intentions; 
- analyse and evaluate images, objects and artefacts showing understanding of context; 
- develop and explore ideas using media, processes and resources, reviewing, modifying and      
refining work as it   progresses; 
- present a personal response, realising intentions and making informed connections with the 
work of others. 
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COURSE TOPICS FOR THE VISUAL ARTS 
 
Retablos: 

• Drawing Structure of face 

• Compositional design skills 

• Using water colour and guache 

• Creating three dimensional work using papier mache 

• Graphic Design 

• Expressing visually through colour and symbolism 

• Critical Studies: Frida Khalo and Mexican Art 

• Computer work: 

• Researching role models, experimenting designs for their piece using Fireworks 

 
VISUAL ARTS ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 
Criterion A 
 

Knowledge and Understanding 8 

Criterion B 
 

Application 10 

Criterion C 
 

Reflection and Evaluation 8 

Criterion D 
 

Artistic Awareness and Personal 
Engagement 

8 



 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE 
MYP YEAR 2 

 
 

CURRICULUM GUIDE • MYP YEAR 2 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL • LONDON UK 

 
 

27 

 
music 
 
PHILOSOPHY  
 
Music plays an integral part in each student's education, as well as his/ her own self- 
expression.  It is the responsibility of the music department to provide well prepared quality 
instruction to help each student realise his or her own individual potential and abilitiy. It is the 
belief of the music department that all students, no matter what challenges they are faced 
with, can benefit from music instruction. Music itself is a unique discipline in that it can 
integrate many other subjects and disciplines such as Science, Mathematics, and History into 
its curriculum, thus, providing students with a more well-rounded and holistic education. 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

• To enable students to consolidate a range of basic music skills, knowledge and 
understanding, through activities of listening, performing and composing. 

• To help students recognize and understand the music of various non-Western 
traditions and to form appreciation of cultural similarities and differences. 

• Provide foundation for further study in music for students who wish to peruse their 
studies at a higher level. 

 
Listening 
Throughout the school year students are expected to identify and comment on a range of 
music from different cultures, using appropriate music expressions and language. 
 
Performing 
Students will be expected to show interpretative understanding of the music performed. 
 
Composing  
Using discrimination and imagination in guided and free composing 
Using staff notation and other suitable systems 
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COURSE TOPICS 
 

1. Revision: Elements of music  -  Time values/ Meter in music  
2. Reggae Music - What it is and where did it come from/ How chords are used/ Bass 

lines/ Riffs and syncopation   
3. Making Connections - What is improvisation/ Rhythm of Africa/ pentatonic 

improvisation 
4. Going Solo - Opportunities for going solo/  Percussion ensembles/ Composing a rock 

solo/ performing Kwela piece/ Rondo form 
5. Jazz Improvisation - Improvising the hart of Jazz / what is scat/ modal jazz 
6. Night Music - What is night music/ programme music/ what are nocturnes/ lullabies/   
7. Film Music - Introducing film music/ setting the scene/ motif/ commission. 

 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS 
 

• Classroom instruments should be used with care and consideration for other 

students. 

• Volume of playing an instrument should be appropriately adjusted to the working 

environment.  

• Bags should be kept off the tables. 

• Bring your Developmental Workbook every lesson. 

RESOURCES 
 
• Opus 2 Progression in Music 11-14, Heinemann, ISBN 976-0-435812-30-0 
• www.soundjunction.org 
• RIFF Music Software 
•  

MUSIC ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 

Criterion A 
 

Knowledge and Understanding 8 

Criterion B 
 

Application 10 

Criterion C 
 

Reflection and Evaluation 8 

Criterion D 
 

Artistic Awareness and Personal 
Engagement 

8 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
PHILOSOPHY 
 
The Technology Department primarily aims to equip students with the knowledge, skills, 

values and attitudes needed to understand the role and impact of technology in the modern 

world.  Students understand that Technology is a tool used to identify needs or problems. 

They use creativity, innovation, team work and personal experience to meet the need or solve 

the problem. Students learn that Technology is an all-encompassing discipline, in which direct 

links are made with other subjects and daily life contexts and scenarios. Students address 

three fundamental branches of Technology: information, materials and systems. 

 

Students use the Design Cycle, a cyclic approach to problem solving that involves 

investigation, planning, creation and evaluation in order to achieve technological goals. The 

Design Cycle is used to generate ideas; when making a new product, improving on an existing 

one, or solving problems through research, analysis and reflection.  

 
The flexible nature of the Technology curriculum empowers students, providing them with 

numerous opportunities for expression of ideas and opinions. Students reflect on their 

achievements, recognise strengths and areas for improvement, and enhance future learning 

experiences. Students are supported as independent thinkers, while still showing mutual 

respect for the viewpoint of others. Moreover, students feel comfortable that technology is 

more than a means to an end, but a way of thinking and doing used to improve the quality of 

life. 
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COURSE TOPICS 
 

• The design cycle 
 

• Discovery of material tools and machines 
 

• Engineering technology 
 

• Communication technology 
 

• Transportation technology 
 

• Energy and power technologies – fluid, thermal, and electrical systems 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 
Through the topics listed above students are expected to meet the following standards when being 
assessed within the technology subject group: 

• During the investigative phase of the design cycle students are expected to identify 
the problem, develop a design brief and formulate a design specification. Students 
are expected to acknowledge the sources of information and document these 
appropriately.  

• Students are expected to generate several feasible designs that meet the design 
specification and to evaluate these against the design specification.  

• Students are expected to construct a plan to create their chosen product/solution that has a 
series of logical steps, and that makes effective use of resources and time.  

• Students are expected to document, with a series of photographs or a video and a dated 
record, the process of making their product/solution, including when and how they use 
tools, materials and techniques. Students are expected to follow their plan, to evaluate the 
plan and to justify any changes they make to the plan while they are creating the 
product/solution.  

• Students are expected to evaluate the product/solution against the design specification in 
an objective manner based on testing, and to evaluate its impact on life, society and/or the 
environment. They are expected to explain how the product/solution could be improved as 
a result of these evaluations.  

• Personal engagement is an integral component of technology and this is acknowledged 
through a studentʼs self-motivation, independence, and general positive attitude when 
working through the phases of a projectʼs design. 

• Attitudes towards maintaining a safe and cooperative working environment and showing 
respect for others is critical to obtaining successful outcomes in this subject group. 
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TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA MAXIMUM SCORE 

Criterion A Investigate 6 
Criterion B Design 6 
Criterion C Plan 6 
Criterion D Create 6 
Criterion E Evaluate 6 
Criterion F Attitudes in technology 6 


